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Abstract

Semiotics expresses the study of signs and connotations in literary texts. It is also “one of the
modern sciences that emerged in the twentieth century and its primary goal is based on the study of
signs and their relationships in the universe and their functions and effectiveness” (Rababah, 2011,
p. 7). In this regard, there are several different trends that study the types of signs. Among these
trends, one can point to communicative semiotics, semantic semiotics, cultural semiotics, and
pragmatic semiotics. In view of the great interest of modern curricula in the literary text, these
curricula have attempted to provide the critic with procedural tools that enable one to explore the
depths of the text and reveal the truth of its meanings in order to reach the main position of the poet
and the writer. Semiotics, in general, is a modern critical approach that seeks to address the
understanding of text through careful consideration of the system of textual signs. There are many
theories in this field, but the methodology of Riffaterre is one of the most important and prominent
ones. It is concerned with studying the literary text to reveal the beauty and creativity behind the
signs through the interpretation of suggestions and decoding codes that a reader who is not familiar
with the language may overlook.

In Riffaterre’s methodology, there are two types of reading to reproduce the text and involve the
recipient in finding it. The first is linear or exploratory reading, which is concerned with shapes,
contrasts, and words. In the second reading, textual elements are studied, such as departures from
the norm, the familiar, descriptive systems, and metrical expressions. The importance of this topic is
due to the fact that this poem is one of the sources of contemporary Arab poetry, which spreads in a
society, time after time. It provides any society with morale, which makes it fight injustice and
reject the oppressor as if it were an extended voice that resonates in the conscience of the nation to
awaken it from its slumber and neglect, which has long been subjected to calamities. In addition,
despite the importance of Rifattere’s methodology in analyzing poetic texts, there has been no
attempt before this study to analyze this poem according to this methodology.

Based on this, the present study attempts to answer the following two research questions: 1)
What are the most important characteristics of semiotics in the linear reading of this poem
according to Riffaterre’s methodology? And 2) What are the most prominent semiotic
characteristics in the retrospective reading of this poem according to Riffaterre’s methodology?
This approach, through its adoption of an analytical-descriptive approach, aims to study the poem
‘If the People One Day Wanted to Live’ by Abi Al-Qasim Al-Shabi according to the theory of
Michael Riffaterre. After studying the poem and conducting an exploratory and retrospective
reading of it, the research reached the following results: In the semiotics of morphology, the poet
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tries, by repeating some passages that carry connotations and a unified meaning, to demonstrate the
consistency of the text, remove ambiguity from it, and expand its meaning, which clearly reflects
the poet’s psychology to the reader. His interest in these meanings is what prompted him to this
repetition, as it is an echo of what is going on in his mind and inside him. Another issue is that the
poet used the semiotics of contrast extensively in his poem, and this feature contributed to
embroidering the text and adding a charming color of beauty and clarity to it. The three descriptive
systems in this poem revolve around the axis of idleness, determination, and toil in life. The
accumulated expressions in this poem are elements of nature, rejection of fear, and love of life.
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