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Abstract

Undoubtedly, the music of a poem is very important so that if poetry is devoid of music and
rhythm, its influence will be reduced and it will become an ordinary prose. Therefore, poetry critics
have considered music as one of the original elements of poetry. Karbala is a poetic epic that shows
the life of Imam Hussein (AS) from his birth to his martyrdom in a beautiful literary style. This epic
was written by the contemporary Lebanese poet Saeed Al-Osayli (1929-1994). It includes 222
poems and deals with the biography of the master of martyrs, Imam Hussein (AS), from his birth
until his martyrdom in Karbala in the year 61 AH. The poet exerted his effort in singing this epic,
and as he says, he suffered a lot (Al-Asili, 1986, p. 14). It is worth noting that this epic has a
prominent literary style and is considered one of the most beautiful Husseini poems in the modern
era.

In this study, we tried to investigate the musical elements in the Karbala epic and shed light on
the most important vocal features that made the verses and poems of this epic attractive. The study
seeks to answer the following two research questions: 1) What are the prominent and influential
rhythmic elements in the Karbala epic? 2) How do these musical elements improve speech and
what is their semantic role in conveying the meaning to the recipient in a desired manner? One of
the prominent features of this epic is its outstanding and artistic music. Since one of the differences
between artistic poetry and ordinary speech is the music and rhythm of words, in the epic of
Karbala, the music of letters, words, and expressions of the poet has helped to cover the beauty of
his poetry. This pleasant music has made the poet better able to narrate the events and convey his
feelings to the reader. In this research, the most important musical elements and their semantic
impact on the Karbala epic are presented.

The results indicate that the external musical elements such as the weights of the poems and the
interjections in this poetic epic help the poet to create a musical space that suits the poetic purposes.
The poet is a great success in choosing the weight of the poems and the poetic rhymes. In addition,
he was too careful in providing the rhymes and did not stick to one rhyme in the 212 poems; rather,
he used 14 words for rhyme. This diversity in the use of letters may lead to a lack of readership. In
terms of internal music, it can be said that this music, with its vocal (literal) and coherence features,
has helped the poet to create a musical space suitable for his poetic purposes. The poet has used
sound elements such as personification and repetition in various technical, multiple, and different
types, which have given birth to musical verses and poems, and he has also used effective spiritual
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musical elements such as proportion and contrast. Between the parts of speech and the false speech,
they are cast and mixed.

Keywords: Music and Rhythm, the Karbala Epic, Aesthetic and Semantic Functions.
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