Journal of Research in Arabic Language
E-ISSN: 2821-0638

Document Type: Research Paper

Vol. 17, Issue. 2, No. 33, 2025

Received: 02/09/2024  Accepted: 20/04/2025

https://ui.ac.ir/en

A Study of the Implications of Purpose on the Translations of the Rubaiyat of Khayyam in
Light of Skopos Theory (The Translation by Rami and Al-Safi as a Model)

Anvar Panam *
*Corresponding Author: Assistant Professor in the Department of Translation at Al-Mustafa International University,
Qom, Iran
Email: resafi2007 @yahoo.com

Abstract

Undoubtedly, discussions in the field of linguistics began to permeate translation in the second half of the
twentieth century, initially focusing on equivalence and correspondence as a primary concept. Linguistic
approaches related to equivalence concentrated on the source text and the characteristics to be preserved in
the target text during linguistic analysis. However, translation did not remain burdened for long under the
weight of linguistic theories that regarded the equivalence of the source text as the main criterion for
determining the success of translation. Instead, it underwent a significant transformation, shifting towards
theories that place greater emphasis on social and cultural functions.

Among these theories is Skopos Theory, which has attracted the attention of researchers and scholars.
With its emergence, translation studies not only liberated themselves from linguistics but also opened
avenues for new perspectives on translation. This has prompted a closer examination of some subtle threads
in the intellectual fabric of this theory, foremost among them the purpose or Skopos, which constitutes a
fundamental pillar of it. This has been reflected in most aspects of translation. In this study, we will
investigate the implications of purpose on the translations by Ahmed Rami and Ahmed Al-Safi Al-Najafi,
particularly in terms of determining the translation style and strategy, defining the cultural context, and
identifying the style through a descriptive-analytical approach.

The art of the quatrain is one of the most difficult and complex poetic arts because it is not easy for the
poet to organize a great and ingenious meaning into a small form, and the quatrain is an independent piece
that has unity in form and content, as it paves the way for the poetic purpose that he aims for in the first three
parts, and in the fourth part, the result that was paved is emptied. One of the most brilliant people in this art
was Abu al-Fath Omar bin Ibrahim al-Khayyam (440-517 AH). He was born in Nishapur. He is a Persian
astronomer, mathematician, and philosopher. He was not known to be a poet until Imad al-Din al-Isbahani
came and revealed this truth when mentioning the virtuous people of Khorasan and Herat in his book
Kharidah Al-Qasr and Al-Asr Newspaper” in the year 572 AH. Among his most important works are
Nawrouznameh, Magal Al-Jabir wal-Mugabalah, and Risaail Al-Khayyam printed in the book Jami’ Al-
Bada’i’.

The methodology adopted in this research is descriptive-analytical, and the three research questions are as
follows:

1) As long as the purpose represents the essential structure of Skopos theory, what is its reflection on the
translation style of Rami and Al-Safi for the Rubaiyat of Khayyam?

2) What is the reflection of the purpose of the cultural context of the aforementioned translations?

3) What is the reflection of purpose on the style of the aforementioned translations?

Skopos theory emphasizes that the target text depends on its purpose, as it represents the information of
the source text in a new way, making it difficult to easily return to the source text. It also asserts that the
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function of the target text in its culture does not necessarily correspond to the function of the source text in
its culture.

Functional analysis differs from linguistic analysis in that it focuses on the tools used to achieve the
purpose of translation based on the background and needs of the recipient, as a preliminary step before
translation. In contrast, linguistic analysis compares verbal and grammatical equivalences between the source
text and the target text, meaning that translation comes before linguistic analysis, unlike functional analysis.

The priorities of functional analysis include identifying the purpose of the translation, meeting the
audience’s needs, and ensuring the appropriateness between the two texts. Any violation of these priorities
negatively affects the quality of the translation.

Al-Safi ignored these priorities and compromised them in order to maintain fidelity, while Rami adhered
to them and to the Skopos of his translation, resulting in its success.

Keywords: The Translational Act, Skopos Theory, Purpose, the Rubaiyat of Khayyam.
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