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Abstract

Textbooks play a vital role in shaping students’ motivation toward learning. They can spark
interest and engagement—or, conversely, lead to disinterest and detachment. This study aims to
evaluate the content and format of the Al-Arabiyyah: The Language of the Qur’an textbook used in
Iran’s lower secondary schools (grades 7 through 9), drawing on the perspectives of experienced
Arabic teachers. The research follows a mixed-methods approach, combining descriptive-analytical
and quantitative methods. The study sample consists of 24 Arabic language teachers from Tehran,
each with at least 15 years of teaching experience. Participants were selected through purposive
sampling based on specific criteria. Data were collected using the standardized evaluation
questionnaire developed by McDonough and Shaw, and analyzed using R (version 4.2.1), a free and
open-source statistical software. The findings suggest that while teachers find the visual and
physical presentation of the textbook generally satisfactory, they express concerns about its content.
Compared to earlier versions, the revised textbook has made noticeable progress in moving away
from traditional grammar-heavy instruction toward a more communication-based approach.
However, teachers note that in some key areas—such as providing real-life, socially meaningful
contexts and reducing the use of mechanical exercises—improvements are still lacking. In Iran,
textbooks are centrally developed by the Ministry of Education, working with a select group of
university professors, experienced teachers, and authors. These textbooks are the sole approved
educational materials used in schools, meaning neither schools nor teachers have the authority to
choose alternative resources. The textbook development process includes several stages: needs
assessment, drafting, review and approval by the curriculum planning council, editing, design, final
formatting, printing, and quality control (Saeedi, 2022, pp. 70-71).

Because teachers are in daily, direct contact with students, they are uniquely positioned to
observe how students respond to textbooks—what captures their interest, what confuses them, and
what fails to engage. Their insights can therefore offer valuable guidance for evaluating and
improving the Al-Arabiyyah: the Language of the Qur’an textbooks. This study evaluates the series
using the McDonough and Shaw framework, focusing specifically on the seventh, eighth, and ninth
grade textbooks. Teachers are the ones tasked with making the material come alive for students.
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They can offer honest and informed assessments of how well a textbook supports or hinders student
learning. As such, their involvement in evaluating and refining educational materials is not just
helpful—it is essential. This study, grounded in their classroom experiences, aims to contribute to
the improvement of Arabic language textbooks at the lower secondary level.

The objectives of the study are as follows:

e Main Objective: To identify and explain the main issues in the Arabic textbooks used in
grades 7-9.

e Specific Objective: To highlight key elements that could improve Arabic language
instruction in schools, using the current textbook series as a case study.

As for why this research is needed, textbooks are only effective if students feel a sense of
connection and relevance to their content. Without that sense of need or curiosity, learning suffers.
The Textbook Development and Curriculum Planning Office must take this into account when
designing and updating educational materials. Teachers’ feedback can play a crucial role in this
process, helping ensure that textbooks truly meet students’ learning needs.

This study seeks to answer the following two research questions:

1. What are Arabic teachers’ views on the structure, content, and overall quality of the lower
secondary Arabic textbooks?

2. From the teachers’ perspective, do these textbooks meet the essential standards for high-
quality instructional materials?

Preliminary observations suggest that the three books in the series lack clear conceptual
continuity. Grammar instruction has largely been removed—apparently in an effort to simplify the
material—but instead of omitting it altogether, it would have been more effective to present it in a
learner-friendly and accessible way. Furthermore, the topics covered in the textbooks do not appear
to resonate with students’ interests or developmental levels. The design and delivery of content
overlook important principles of language pedagogy, and the textbooks fall short in teaching the
four core language skills alongside cultural understanding.

Keywords: Evaluation, McDonough and Shaw’s Model, Teaching Arabic Language, Al-Arabiyyah:
Language of the Qur’an Textbook, Educational Content.
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