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Abstract

Classroom and extracurricular activities play an important role in the teaching and learning
process, as they allow for the practical aspect of learning to take place. These activities are
particularly important in foreign language education because they provide an interactive
environment that allows learners to practice the language in real communicative contexts. They also
contribute to the development of learners’ social skills in addition to enhancing their linguistic
competence through group work and collaborative learning. These activities serve as an effective
tool to bridge the gap between the classroom setting and real-life situations, making language
learning more relevant to learners’ daily needs and personal interests.

Communicative tasks are a fundamental part of classroom activities in foreign language
teaching. They offer students ample opportunities to engage in real-life situations that enhance their
language production and communication skills. These tasks help develop language proficiency by
promoting natural interaction among learners and integrating language skills into functional
contexts that turn theoretical knowledge into meaningful practical applications.

This research aims to analyze some of the most well-known Arabic language series for non-
native speakers and to develop models of communicative tasks for common topics in levels Al and
AZ2 (the beginner stage) to support the teaching of Arabic conversation in these curricula.

The study seeks to answer the following two research questions:

1. What are the characteristics of conversation activities in the Arabic language series for non-
native speakers (specifically: Arabic for the World, Echo of Life, and Arabic Between Your Hands)?

2. What are the characteristics of tasks based on the proposed model, and what are some
practical examples of communicative tasks to enhance activities in these series?

The study adopted content analysis to examine Arabic language teaching series and used a
descriptive method to gather theoretical data related to tasks and their features. Based on this, the
study developed practical models for teaching Arabic conversation.

Three educational series used to teach Arabic to non-native speakers were analyzed: Echo of
Life, Arabic Between Your Hands, and Arabic for the World, due to their widespread use in
institutes and educational centers and their coverage of graded levels from beginner to advanced.
Specific parts of these series were selected according to the study’s focus on Al and A2 levels,
which correspond to the beginner stage of language learning. The study analyzed:
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Al-Arabiyya lil-'Alam (Arabic for the World), Sada al-Hayat (Echo of Life), and Al-Arabiyya
Bayna Yadayk (Arabic Between Your Hands)

The results for the first research question revealed that all exercises in the Echo of Life series rely
on mechanical drills, focusing on substituting linguistic structures and vocabulary without offering
communicative activities or ones that aim to personalize the topics. In contrast, Arabic for the
World and Arabic Between Your Hands include two types of exercises:

1. Mechanical drills involving various substitution techniques.

2. Exercises that aim to personalize topics by asking questions related to students’ personal
information and immediate environment.

However, the study indicated a lack of communicative tasks in all three series. This leads to an
imbalance between grammar-focused drills and communicative activities, especially in the basic
and beginner levels of Echo of Life, which heavily depend on mechanical exercises and model
answers. While linguistic structures are important for developing speaking skills, this imbalance
may hinder learners’ ability to interact effectively in the language, despite their familiarity with
common sentence patterns.

Regarding the second research question, the study suggests that communicative tasks for topics
at levels Al and A2 should be designed with a focus on meaning rather than memorization, closely
resembling real-life activities and aiming for a clear task outcome.

Different types of tasks can be used to meet learners’ varied needs and develop their
communicative skills, including:

« Information Gap Tasks: Information is divided between two students, such as sharing details
about a famous person at the beginner level, or splitting a story into intermediate or advanced
levels.

o Role Play: Provided it is meaning-based rather than memorized, this involves filling a
communication gap through interaction.

o Discussion Tasks: Students share opinions on a topic. While this suits higher proficiency
levels, it can also be simplified for beginners, such as expressing opinions on travel destinations (on
the topic of weather) or choosing suitable housing when traveling.

Task execution can follow multiple stages. In the pre-task phase, students may collect
information individually or in pairs. During the task phase, they share the information in a
collaborative setting.

It is also important to use varied tools and materials in tasks, such as:

« Questionnaires for gathering data on topics like hobbies,

« Real restaurant menus for food-related activities,

« Website content for weather-related tasks,

e Housing ads for accommodation scenarios.

Using realistic tools and materials simulates real-world communication, enhancing natural
interaction and encouraging students’ active participation in completing the tasks.

Keywords: Communicative Approach, Task-Based language teaching, Communicative Tasks,
Arabic Conversation Teaching.
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