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Abstract

Literary style reflects the distinctive approach of artists and writers, embodying their emotions and
sensibilities across diverse texts. Stylistics, as a branch of linguistics, examines individualistic
features in literary works, serving as a form of literary criticism that deciphers textual structure.
Through the analysis of phonetic, morphological, syntactic, and semantic phenomena, the implicit
meanings embedded within a text emerge, revealing profound themes aligned with the writer’s
worldview.

Contemporary poets, influenced by evolving socio-political contexts, have cultivated unique
stylistic values in their works. Among them, Lamia Abbas Amara stands out as a prominent Iraqi
poet whose artistry intertwines with her social and political stances, particularly on gender equality
and nationalism. This study explores the stylistic features of her poetry collection, If the
Fortuneteller Had Informed Me, which exemplifies her mature stylistic and psychological depth.
Rich in artistic structures, the Diwan reflects her cultural wisdom, prompting our focus on the letter
“Lo” (if) as a conduit for expressing longing, joy, and sorrow.

Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, this research examines stylistic aesthetics through
theoretical and practical lenses: defining style and stylistics, and analyzing their rhetorical and
semantic manifestations. This dual framework deciphers the complexities of Amara’s poetry,
unveiling the conceptual underpinnings of her work.

Lamia Abbas Amara’s poetic style mirrors her intellectual depth and cultural richness, sculpting
literary texts that mirror Arab society’s joys and sorrows. Her mastery of poetic language,
creativity, and imagery invites a stylistic analysis to unravel her verses’ layered meanings. Our
findings highlight her use of vivid metaphors, historical symbols, chromatic imagery, and
monologues, which collectively paint themes of love, exile, despair, hope, and nationalism.

Amara’s introspective thought is conveyed through similes and metaphors, often imbued with
dynamism and emotional resonance. For instance, she likens the wind’s sound to Quranic recitation
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or a wolf’s stealthy attack, while seasonal irregularities in Baghdad metaphorize Iraq’s socio-
political injustices. Historical symbols (e.g., Khalil Mutran, Abu Firas al-Hamdani) and chromatic
motifs further express her psyche: black denotes despair, red evokes anxiety, and green symbolizes
hope. Monologues serve as a tool to voice inner turmoil, resistance, or existential quests, creating
immersive, almost tangible imagery. Through these stylistic choices, Amara navigates identity, loss,
and aspiration.
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