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Abstract

In an age marked by profound intellectual transformation, education has transcended the
traditional role of transmitting information and now emphasizes the development of advanced
cognitive skills, chief among them, critical thinking. This skill is widely regarded as essential for
learners to effectively analyze, evaluate, and make decisions in complex contexts. It forms the
bridge between superficial learning and deep, meaningful understanding. As such, fostering critical
thinking has become a central goal in modern educational policies and a foundational element in the
design of curricula and instructional materials. Ennis (1985, pp. 44-48) defines critical thinking as a
rational and reflective process aimed at determining what to believe or do, highlighting its
inherently practical nature. In this framework, the transition from raw information to reasoning,
followed by analysis, interpretation, and ultimately inference, forms a comprehensive model of
critical thinking.

Doddington (2008, p. 109) similarly argues that critical thinking is a logical process that enables
individuals to analyze, interpret, and evaluate various situations, leading to sound conclusions. Paul
and Elder (2006, p. 4) emphasize that although thinking is innate, unguided thought tends to be
biased or distorted. Therefore, critical thinking must be cultivated through structured education and
practice (Novella, 2012). Stella (2005) adds that individuals do not begin from a blank slate, but
possess initial capacities that can be developed and refined (Sabri & Bin-mostefa, 2021, pp. 4-7). In
the context of language education, particularly in teaching Arabic to non-native speakers, critical
thinking is considered a key pillar of the learning process. Effective language acquisition is not
achieved merely through exposure to language forms, but through active engagement with the
language in cognitively demanding contexts.

In recent years, a variety of Arabic language instructional series have been produced for non-
native learners, differing in objectives, content structure, pedagogical methods, and target
proficiency levels. Despite this quantitative growth, many of these series still fall short in terms of
promoting higher-order cognitive skills. The emphasis often remains on the four core language
skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) while neglecting essential components of critical
thinking, such as analysis, inference, evaluation, and comparison. Furthermore, many exercises
focus on basic comprehension without challenging learners to engage in reflective or independent
thinking. This reality highlights the need for analytical and evaluative reviews of Arabic language
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instructional materials to assess the degree to which they incorporate critical thinking skills and
foster them through well-designed activities. Accordingly, the present study aims to examine the
presence and integration of critical thinking skills in the intermediate and advanced levels of the
AL-Arabia Le AL-Alam series, using a structured content analysis approach. To achieve this goal,
the study addresses the following two research questions:

1) To what extent are critical thinking skills integrated into the exercises of the AL-Arabia
Le AL-Alam series at the intermediate and advanced levels?

2) What differences exist in the degree of critical thinking skill integration between these
two levels?

The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, through which theoretical data were
gathered by reviewing relevant literature, while the exercises from the intermediate and
advanced levels of the AL-Arabia Le AL-Alam series were subjected to content analysis. A
structured checklist, based on recognized indicators of critical thinking skills, was used as the
primary tool to systematically evaluate the presence and distribution of these skills within the
instructional content.

The findings of the study indicate that the exercises in both levels of the AL-Arabia Le AL-
Alam series include a wide range of critical thinking components, particularly in the areas of
identifying assumptions, interpretation, inference, and explanation. Among these, inference was
the most frequently emphasized skill, while evaluation of arguments and reasoning was entirely
absent. Furthermore, the advanced level demonstrated a significantly higher representation of
critical thinking skills than the intermediate level. These findings highlight the need for a more
balanced integration of all critical thinking skills across both instructional stages. Based on the
findings, this study offers the following recommendations:

1) Intentionally incorporating critical thinking skills into Arabic language instruction for non-
native speakers as a core element of effective learning;

2) Increasing the emphasis on argument evaluation and inference skills in Arabic language
textbooks;

3) Conducting targeted workshops for curriculum developers and instructors to analyze
content, identify critical thinking components, and learn practical methods for fostering these
skills in learners;

4) Developing standardized, research-based assessment tools to measure learners’ critical
thinking abilities, aligned with course objectives and adaptable to various teaching contexts; and

5) Promoting collaboration between Arabic language institutions and research centers to carry
out regular evaluations of critical thinking integration and update curricula based on study
results.

Keywords: Teaching Arabic as a Foreign Language, Critical Thinking Skills, AL-Arabia Le AL-
Alam Series.
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