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Abstract

There are categories of words that cannot be easily transferred into other languages due to their
association with specific characteristics of the source language culture. Translating culturally
specific vocabulary between the source and target languages is a very difficult and complex matter.
Words that reflect the culture of one society are often incomprehensible to other societies with a
different culture, sometimes leading to misunderstandings. Translation is a technique that, like all
other skills, requires practice, training, and study. In this regard, examining the connections between
literary works and authors from different nations and discovering their sources of inspiration is part
of translation criticism. Therefore, translation can be an important and highly arduous tool for
establishing this relationship.

Translation theories are among the most important factors in translation learning, study, and
training. This research aims to analyze the Persian translation of the novel My Uncle Napoleon in
light of Peter Newmark's theoretical framework. In his translation studies, Newmark has presented
seventeen strategies for translating cultural elements. The novel My Uncle Napoleon by Iraj
Pezeshkzadeh deals with the life of a contemporary Iranian family. The novel revolves around the
character of Uncle Napoleon, who believes there are conspiracies against him. The novel reflects
issues of identity, authority, and family relations in Iranian society through a satirical style. The
most important results of the current research, which is based on a descriptive-analytical approach
and the use of office tools, indicate that the novel My Uncle Napoleon includes the five cultural
factors desired by Newmark.

In translating this novel, Heidari (2017) used the cultural equivalent method more than other
translation methods, and thus the translation was in accordance with the tastes of the audience.
Another result obtained in this research is that, based on the researchers’ opinions regarding cultural
elements, it is possible to identify and extract them from the text of the source text. Heidari was able
to extract and translate the cultural elements of My Uncle Napoleon and transfer them into the
Arabic heritage. The translator used the five elements classified by Newmark. The cultural element
that was most used in the novel My Uncle Napoleon is the material element, i.e., human artifacts,
which include food, clothing, cities, homes, etc. The fifth element came in second place, which is
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words associated with signs, customs, and body movements during speech. Of Newmark's
seventeen proposed techniques, the translator used nine of them in translating the novel My Uncle
Napoleon, according to the following order: 1) transformation, 2) normalization, 3) cultural
synonym, 4) functional synonym, 5) verbal synonymy, 6) grammatical changes and switches, 7)
inversion, 8) elaboration, and 9) dualisms.

According to the translator’s opinion—as we have noted—the best technique for translating
material cultural elements is transformation. The best technique for translating cultural elements
related to gestures, customs, and body movements during speech is cultural synonymy. To translate
social culture and institutions, functional synonymy and verbal synonymy were used together. The
translator relied on these technical techniques and created a translation desired by readers.
However, in some cases, he adopted methods that threatened to complicate understanding the
content of the target text; therefore, he should have used the technique of explanation and
interpretation. We observed that the translator tended toward the rule of deletion. This work, even if
it stemmed from a strategy with a linguistic or paralinguistic basis, reveals the extent of his
weakness in the field of translation. Sometimes, he compensated for this loss by using the technique
of compensation, and in other cases, he neglected this technique.

Keywords: Persian Literature, Translation, Culture, Cultural Factor, The Novel My Uncle
Napoleon, Newmark.
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