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Abstract

The phonological level refers to the study of linguistic sounds in terms of their latent performative
activities and functional tasks, which subject words to an interactive cycle with the meanings
programmed for them in the communicative structure of the text. It also grants them the ability to
accept certain morphological, phonetic, and morphological transformations, in terms of their
connotation of higher meanings, through the semantic divisions that result from this in the fields of
stress, intonation, repetition, assonance, and the syllabic system of the language. This is combined
with the resulting pauses, connections, and the application of special layers of sound, which relate
to the conceptual structure sought by the semantic researcher. This is studied under the title of
phonology, which addresses the relationships between sounds, phonemes, and expressive syllables
in general.

This study aims to investigate the organizational tools used by Al-Ta’i in his speech to be
exciting semantic stimuli that lead to the speech’s meanings and semantic scenes that are not
provided by the familiar tools used in it. From there, we try to find the meanings of emotional,
rhetorical, and understanding value that could not have been obtained except through these
mechanisms that Al-Ta’i used to indicate the locations of his semantic secrets in his interconnected
intellectual system. Since Abu Tammam was a thoughtful poet, relying on maturing the generative
idea within his audience and striving to pave the way for its substitution, we see him employing
elements that enhance the value of his connotations and rhetoric, helping him strengthen the bonds
of meaning and perfect its phonetic and functional weaving, thus bridging the conceptual gaps in
the minds of the recipients. Based on this, we conclude that Al-Ta'i benefited from some important
phonetic components, which he was certain contributed to strengthening the organizational aspect
of the phrase, such as stress, intonation, repetition, assonance, and internal and external musicality,
which, for him, were in complete harmony with the intended meaning he sought. Therefore,
meanings appeared in his poetry in a lush, evocative form whenever the poet provided them with
decisive phonetic energies that connected with the conceptual structure he had acquired.

It is certain that there are ancient studies and research rooted among Muslim scholars. These
studies began at an early time to investigate the nature of the relationships between the sound of a
word and its meaning. Their attempts aimed to establish what Arabic is, in its original and ancient
glory, regarding the origins and standards of forming phonological compounds.

These compounds are organized within generative structures or combine with the communicative
systems adjacent to them. This is one of the aspects that Al-Ta’i paid great attention to in his poetry.
He was careful to choose words that harmonize with the meanings he intended, ensuring the best
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suitability, agreement, and phonetic harmony. Through this study, we will see the extent of his
interest in this matter and his passion for benefiting from words that match the intended meaning.
Such words, by their sounds and tonal structures, carry indications of meaning that may be lost if
the tonal composition and arrangement are disturbed by some sound or rhythmic defect.

Finally, this study seeks to investigate whether these sound agreements between meaning and
phonetic systems were deliberate and chosen—resulting from the poet’s semantic awareness—or
whether they appeared accidentally, producing the final harmony between form and content without
reliance on any pre-approved phonetic system. These axes are what we will attempt to address in
this phonetic journey to obtain sound intellectual lines and methods in Abu Tammam that will guide
us to the locations of this noticeable audio-visual harmony in him.

The research questions we seek to answer through this research into Abu Tammam's poetry are
as follows: 1) What were the reasons that prompted the poet to utilize these semantic models in the
field of sound and its functional contributions? 2) How were these phonetic-functional patterns able
to help articulate meaning in a precise artistic manner and present it in a phonetic form that is
consistent with the expressive textures of speech? 3) What are the most important phonetic
indicators that Al-Ta'i used to weave his speech in a coherent manner, and how did he employ
them?

The critical examinations we have cast on Abu Tammam's poetry from the perspective of sound
and its connotations have led us to the conclusion that, in most of the verses he composed and
incorporated into them the mechanisms of musical fascination, he was remarkably successful.
Awareness of functional usage was his companion in many cases. We have seen how he tends to
use musical dimensions and vocal secretions that clearly elevate his semantic meanings. We have
also seen how, in terms of sound and vocal suggestion, if he desires breadth and expansion of the
generosity of the praised one, for example, and intends to create a sense of ease and openness in his
heart, he seeks the help of words that possess the quality of softness, expansion, and openness, in
order to convey with these letters and their qualities the extent of that ease and openness. He also
tends to give the composition a sense of striking movement, depicting the lightness, tremor, and
dynamism he senses in the gait of camels, for example, through the succession of openings on them.
Finally, we note that his musical creativity still occupies the forefront in his collection of poems,
achieving the ultimate semantic goal of highlighting and demonstrating meaning in the best possible
way in various areas of sound: verbal, tonal, melody, rhetoric, and phonetics. Most of his
fascination in this field was based on the approach of musical and formative evidence that embodies
for the reader the significance of the meaning in a dazzling musical embodiment related to the
meaning.

Keywords: Abu Tammam, Meaning, Functional Phonology, Phonetic Semantics, Stress and
Intonation.
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