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Extended Abstract

Literary translation, in particular, is a task fraught with difficulties and responsibilities, sometimes
even more challenging than writing itself. Sufi texts, in particular, hold a special place due to their
importance and sensitivity. The translator must possess the necessary academic qualifications and
expertise in Sufism, or at least the knowledge to avoid distorting the original text. Farid al-Din
Attar's Mantiq al-Tayr (The Conference of the Birds) is one of the most prominent Persian Sufi
poems translated into various languages. Three Arabic translations of this work have been published
so far, by Ahmed Naji al-Qaysi, Badi'* Muhammad Juma’a, and Ali Abbas Zuleikha. Undoubtedly,
finding equivalents and restoring its signs and symbols was one of the most significant challenges
facing translators. Therefore, from among these various translations, the one by Badi' Muhammad
Juma'a, a professor at Ain Shams University, was chosen; it is one of the most famous and widely
circulated translations of this work.

This translation is written in a very simple prose style, and the translator tried to present the ideas
clearly; however, his reliance on French and Turkish translations led to some flaws in his
translation. Juliane House's model for assessing translation quality is based on the premise of
"translation as reformulation™ and is fundamentally grounded in Halliday's functional linguistics.
Unlike most translation evaluation/criticism approaches, House's proposed model is one of the few
that does not selectively engage with the achievements of linguistic knowledge but rather employs
the findings of an integrated linguistic theory at both the micro and macro levels. Accordingly, it
was chosen as the subject of study in this research. Since it is not possible to study the translation of
The Logic of the Birds in its entirety in one article, the method we adopted in this article is the
descriptive-analytical and inductive method, based on the selection of poetic models according to
Juliane House's method for assessing the quality of translation. Studying this model in the text of
The Logic of the Birds, which is a mystical literary text, demonstrates the translator's skill in
conveying concepts and language. Furthermore, examining the extent of coordination between the
translator and the author, as well as the compatibility of the source and target text indexes based on
House's theory, reveals the importance and necessity of addressing this issue. This article aims to
demonstrate that the translated text, despite lexical and grammatical changes, does not undergo
rhetorical changes or alter its role in the target language. According to House's functional model,
the role of context in translation is well-defined, and context becomes an integral part of the text.
This research, employing a descriptive-analytical approach, seeks to answer the following three
research questions:

1) How can Badi' Juma's Arabic translation of Attar's The Conference of the Birds be evaluated
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based on Juliane House's functional model?

2) Which translation strategy does Badi' Juma's translation of The Conference of the Birds
generally lean towards, and on this basis is it considered an overt or covert translation?

3) How was a functional balance achieved between the author, the Arabic text, and the reader?

The appropriate hypothesis for this research question is that, based on House's functional model,
the role of the text in this translation remains unchanged. Considering House's presentation of two
types of translation—overt and covert—and examining the overt and covert errors it identified, the
translator provided a clear translation of the text. By employing strategies to preserve or modify the
source text, the translator effected a functional change in the translation, but these modifications did
not alter the text's overall role.

House considers three dimensions for examining each translated text: semantic, pragmatic, and
textual. According to House, the greatest challenge in translation lies in the cognitive and practical
dimension of the translation process. This refers to "the specific use of an expression in a specific
situation,” which forms the core of her evaluative model. Therefore, each text is defined within a
unique context to play a specific role in a linguistic community. To avoid compromising this role,
each text must have a hierarchy. Accordingly, House proposes contextual analysis in her evaluation
model, which consists of three essential elements:

1. Scope of Discourse :Social activities include the subject or title and involve differentiation
to varying degrees in terms of generality and specificity of lexical elements under specialized,
general, and popular titles. In this way, the factors that determine the scope can be defined by two
indicators: a) Subject (novel, play, poem, online advertising brochure) Social work (specialized,
general, popular, etc.)

2. Discourse Factor: Discourse factors refer to the nature of the participants, i.e., the
addressees and the audience, and the relationship between them in terms of power and social
distance, as well as the degree of emotional force. There are two important points in describing the
discourse factor: a) The origin and social status of the writer and translator. b) The relationship of
social role (symmetrical, meaning that the text contains features that show connection and
agreement between the addressee and the audience / asymmetrical, meaning that the text has
indicators of power between one of the discourse factors, sometimes the addressee, and sometimes
the audience).

3. Discourse Style refers to the channel of information—written and spoken—including: a)
Simple media (if written for reading) / Complex media (if written for listening, b) Simple
engagement means the monologue of the work's creator/Complex engagement means addressing a
large audience.

House's analytical model allows the researcher to identify the role of the source text and compare
it with the archived version of the translated text. The correspondence of equivalent roles in the
source and target languages indicates the suitability of the translation process and the translator's
competence. Figure 1 illustrates the diagram of House's evaluation model for analyzing and
comparing the source and target texts:
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Figure 1. Diagram of House's Model (1997)

Explicit Translation — Subliminal Translation

In her study of translation quality, House distinguished between explicit and subliminal translation.
She considered explicit translation to be that in which the translator consciously chooses linguistic
synonyms in a way that enables the reader of the translated text to easily understand the foreignness
of the text and its elements. In other words, in explicit translation, the target audience is not
addressed directly, nor are they confronted with the primary secondary text, because the text is
written according to the desires of the linguistic community and culture of the source text.
However, in subliminal translation, the translated text is produced within the familiar and common
frameworks of the target language and culture.

The research findings demonstrate that the translator has preserved the contextual components,
translation type, and linguistic role of the work with minor changes to the target text. Considering
the presentation of two types of translations, explicit and implicit, and examining the explicit and
implicit errors presented by House, the translator has generally provided an explicit translation of
the text.

Keywords: The Conference of the Birds, Arabic Translation, Badi' Juma'a, Juliane House, Quality
of Translation, Attar al-Nisaburi.
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