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Extended Abstract

Phonetic semantics is a branch of linguistics concerned with how the pronunciation, nature, and
characteristics of speech sounds contribute to meaning. It examines the role of phonemes—both consonants
and vowels—in conveying semantic content, whether through their inherent qualities, their combination
within words, or their manner of articulation and phonetic expression.

The use and arrangement of sounds produce intonational patterns that evoke mental imagery,
communicate meanings and intentions, and reflect the speaker’s inner state and contextual realities. Thus,
human speech is not merely a sequence of sounds but a system of meaningful and expressive phonemes.

When the Quran is examined through the lens of phonetic semantics, its aesthetic, structural, and
rhythmic qualities emerge as intimately connected to its meanings. Phonetic, syllabic, and phonological
features align with semantic content, so that elements such as vowel pronunciation, pauses, points of
articulation, elongation (madd), nasalization (ghunnah), inter-verse spacing, and musicality all adapt to the
thematic context, discourse setting, and rhetorical demands. In this sense, the phonetic properties of Quranic
words form a coherent and expansive semiotic system underpinned by layers of subtle and profound
meaning.

The Quran refers to the Day of Resurrection through numerous names and descriptions, each
encapsulating an event or scene from that momentous occasion. These names serve as attributes of the Day,
and through their phonetic composition, evoke a sense of dread and upheaval, unsettling the human soul. The
consonants, vowels, syllable structure, and stress in these terms are purposefully chosen to reflect their
themes.

More than thirty explicit designations for the Resurrection appear in the text. Some function as standalone
attributes, while others combine with the word “Yawm” (Day) in possessive or descriptive constructions.

One such term, Al-Wagqi‘ah (The Inevitable), derives from the root waga‘a (“to fall, occur”).
Articulatorily, the initial waw (s) involves lip rounding and a rapid dorsal movement, producing a voiced,
abrupt release that visually and auditorily suggests the blast of the Trumpet and the rising of the dead from
graves.

Beyond its lexical meaning, the phonemes gaf'(3) and ‘ayn (¢) play a decisive role in the word’s imagery.
The gaf'is a voiceless uvular stop; its articulation involves a complete closure at the back of the oral cavity
followed by a sudden, explosive release. This imparts a sense of weight, force, and cataclysmic scale,
mirroring the upheaval of the Resurrection.

In Al-Wagi ‘ah, phonetic qualities oscillate between sonorancy and explosiveness. The sonorous waw and
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voiced alif precede the intense, explosive gaf and the voiced pharyngeal ‘ayn, creating an auditory analogue
to the terrifying scenes of the Day.

A detailed analysis of phonetic features in Resurrection-related vocabulary reveals a predominance of
strong articulatory features (approximately 72%), indicating a systematic harmony between sound and
meaning. These phonetic traits help convey the awe and severity of the Resurrection.

Syllabic analysis shows closed syllables (CVC, CVVC) constitute about 70% of the relevant terms. Their
articulation requires greater effort and duration, suggesting the gravity, protracted nature, and inescapability
of the Day. The relatively rare long closed syllable (CVVC)—phonetically demanding—appears 16 times,
reinforcing the intensity of Resurrection events. Meanwhile, the medium closed syllable (CVC), associated
with certainty, occurs 72 times, reinforcing the inevitability of the Day.

Notably, in Al-Wagqi‘ah, the phoneme gaf occupies the stressed penultimate syllable and carries the
semantic core of the word. The transition from a preceding elongated alif to the abruptly released, vowelled
qaf (with kasrah) heightens the perceptual impact, intensifying its resonance and expressive force.

Keywords: Quranic Verses, Names of the Day of Resurrection, Phonetic and Semantic Structure, Syllables,
Characteristics of Letters.
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