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Extended Abstract

Prayer (du'a’) is traditionally defined in Arabic rhetoric as a request directed from a person of lower status to
one of higher status, and it is regarded as one of the figurative meanings that may be conveyed through
certain expressive structures. In addition to explicit imperative forms, declarative sentences can also function
as prayers when contextual and semantic indicators shift them from their original informative purpose to a
performative and supplicatory one. As one of the most distinguished poets of the Abbasid era, Ibn al-Rimi
(221-283 AH/836-896 CE) made extensive use of prayer expressions throughout his poetry. His literary
personality was shaped by a complex combination of social, psychological, and economic factors. As a poet
who frequently sought patronage through panegyric poetry, he regularly invoked blessings upon his patrons
and benefactors. Conversely, his sharp satirical temperament led him to curse and pray against those whom
he perceived as unjust, ungrateful, or hostile. Furthermore, his well-known pessimistic outlook and recurrent
complaints about the hardships of fate and the vicissitudes of life prompted him to direct prayers and
imprecations toward fortune, time, and the calamities that afflicted him. Consequently, prayer occupies a
prominent position in his poetic discourse and constitutes an important stylistic and semantic feature worthy
of detailed investigation.

The present study seeks to examine the various forms and functions of prayer expressions in the poetry of
Ibn al-Rtmi through a descriptive-analytical approach. It aims to identify the grammatical, rhetorical, and
stylistic structures through which prayer is expressed, whether in declarative or non-declarative
constructions, and to explore the semantic and artistic functions these structures perform within different
poetic contexts. The study is motivated by the observation that prayer in Ibn al-Rami’s poetry is not limited
to a fixed linguistic pattern but appears in a wide range of expressive forms whose selection is determined by
the poet’s communicative purpose and the contextual requirements of each poetic situation. Through the
analysis of representative poetic texts, the article seeks to answer two principal questions: first, which
declarative and non-declarative forms in Ibn al-Rimi’s poetry convey the meaning of prayer, and what
rhetorical purposes and semantic implications do they serve? Second, what are the principal prayer-related
expressions and lexical formulas employed by the poet, and how are they structured linguistically and
stylistically?

The analysis shows that 1bn al-Rim1 employed a remarkably diverse repertoire of supplicatory structures.
Prayer appears in both positive and negative forms, including blessings, invocations of prosperity and
protection, as well as curses, maledictions, and expressions of destruction or misfortune. The poet made use
of declarative sentences of various types, including nominal sentences and verbal sentences introduced by
past and present-tense verbs in both active and passive forms. Depending on contextual requirements,
subjects and predicates were manipulated through processes of definiteness and indefiniteness, as well as
through inversion and postponement, to reinforce particular semantic effects. In several instances, defective
verbs and other grammatical constructions departed from their primary syntactic functions and acquired
supplicatory meanings. Likewise, non-declarative structures, especially imperative and prohibitive forms,
frequently functioned as vehicles for prayer, revealing the flexibility of Arabic rhetorical expression and the
poet’s ability to exploit it creatively.
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The current study also reveals the abundance of lexical items and formulaic expressions traditionally
associated with prayer and imprecation in Ibn al-Rami’s poetic language. Among the most frequently
occurring expressions are terms such as wayl, wayh, wayb, wayk, and la‘an, as well as formulaic phrases
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including “may his mother lose him”, “may my father and mother be sacrificed for him”, “may God curse
him”, “may God destroy his throne”, “may God blunt his sword”, “may his mother be bereaved of him”,
“perish his hands”, and “well done to him”. These expressions perform more than a decorative role; they
contribute significantly to the formation of the semantic structure of the poem and enhance its emotional
intensity. Through them, the poet communicates feelings of admiration, gratitude, anger, resentment, despair,
or hostility, thereby reinforcing the expressive and persuasive dimensions of his discourse.

Furthermore, the study finds that prayer in Ibn al-Rami’s poetry is often conveyed through accusative
verbal nouns functioning independently as supplicatory formulas. Expressions such as qubhan (ugliness to
him), suhgan (away with him), ta‘san (misfortune upon him), saqyan (may he be watered), ra‘yan (may he be
cared for), bu‘dan (distance from mercy), tabban (perdition), and barahan (hardship) exemplify this usage.
Prayer may also appear in constructions functioning syntactically as circumstantial accusatives, such as
hanT’an marT’ an (may it be wholesome and pleasant), or as direct objects, such as ahlan wa sahlan
(welcome). In addition, conditional structures occasionally convey supplicatory meanings when the
communicative situation allows the speaker to direct a request toward a superior entity, whether human or
divine.

The findings also indicate that Ibn al-Raim1 deliberately diversified his supplicatory techniques, assigning
a distinctive semantic value to each form. Nominal sentences generally convey permanence, stability, and
continuity, whereas verbal sentences emphasize occurrence and temporal realization. The use of the past
tense often suggests certainty, inevitability, and the assured fulfillment of the prayer, while the present tense
implies continuity, renewal, and repetition. Imperative and prohibitive forms tend to be employed when the
desired outcome occupies a central position in the speaker’s concerns, thereby highlighting urgency and
emotional engagement. Verbal nouns functioning as independent prayers frequently imply a close
association between the request and its anticipated fulfillment, whereas object and circumstantial
constructions derive their supplicatory force from contextual interpretation. Conditional structures likewise
contribute additional layers of meaning by linking desired outcomes to hypothetical circumstances.

In conclusion, the present study shows that prayer constitutes a central stylistic and semantic component
of Ibn al-Ram1’s poetic language. Its diverse manifestations reveal the poet’s rhetorical sophistication and his
ability to adapt linguistic structures to different emotional, social, and artistic purposes. By examining the
forms, meanings, and functions of prayer expressions in his poetry, the study contributes to a deeper
understanding of 1bn al-Rami’s poetic technique and highlights the important role that supplicatory discourse
plays in shaping the semantic architecture of Abbasid poetry.
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